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Changes to Organ Pipes National
Park Visitors’ Centre…
…with more to come?
Visitors’ Centre Renamed

The plaque is a fitting tribute to a man to
whom much of the success of the Park can be
attributed.
New Parks Vic signage, landscaping and
picnic area
In addition to the renaming of the Visitors‟
Centre, lots of other things have been
happening around the carpark and picnic area.
Clear new signage has been installed and the
picnic area has been renovated with the old
benches being replaced with new tables with
seats and the area has been covered in red
scoria.

Commemorative plaque at the Visitors’ Centre

The Organ Pipes National Park Visitors‟
Centre has been renamed the “Jack Lyale
Conservation Learning Centre” to honour the
late great Jack Lyale, first Ranger at the Park.
Jack was a great friend to the FOOPs and
worked especially closely with Don Marsh and
Barry Kemp in the early days of restoring the
indigenous vegetation. In an article for the
FOOPs Newsletter back in 1991, Jack said:
“The Park as it is now is the result of hard
work and dedication of so many people and
groups too numerous to mention. I am very
proud of that achievement. There were many
sceptics who said it could not be done and
nobody tells me it can’t be done!”

Park staff also felt daytime security had
become an issue and to open up the car park
area have removed the central rabbit proof
fences and pruned lower branches to give
better through visibility.

Large new signage with distances & times
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New landscaping and hardwood tables at picnic area

And you thought nothing would grow in the scoria.
Kangaroo Apple spotted 3 December 2009.

Working Bee Reports
New look carpark

Lookout closed
Sometime ago it was decided the wooden
lookout was unsafe and would be closed until it
was rebuilt with a steel structure. The old
structure has now been removed and it will be
interesting to see what happens next.
Anecdotally we hear Parks Vic‟s current plan
is to upgrade the path and to make use of some
of the current depressions to create wetlands.
Indigenous plants will be put in along the path
as well as some interpretive signage. In
recognition of the difficulties of getting plants
established on the scoria (and stop me if you‟ve
heard this somewhere before), an irrigation
system will be established. It all sounds good
and it is great to see the Park getting some
TLC.

24 October 2009
By Karen Reid
A mix of old and new faces gathered on this
rather pleasant October morning. When I
arrived Ron Bolton was already there with his
two boys, chatting with Camilla Bartlett.
Before long we were joined by Claude, Maelor,
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Robert Irvine, Kevin and George. Park Ranger
Angelo was on duty. He introduced us to his
new little friend, a juvenile Blue-tongue lizard,
opportunistically making a home for itself
under one of the tiles intended as habitat for
Striped Legless Lizards.
Angelo was also quite excited to show us
remnants of a ruined building site near the
Park‟s main entry road that local historian
Chris Laskowski has identified as a former
hotel! FOOPs have long been aware of the
ruins, but based on oral histories of the area we
thought it most likely a former dairy. But
according to Chris it was once a hotel called
the Galloway Arms.

we would give our recent plantings at Costas
Block some water.
As is customary, on our walk to Costas we had
a bit of a scout around to see what else we
could find. First, we passed a patch of Acacias
(we think A. pycnantha) that curiously enough,
don‟t seem to be getting eaten. There was
considerable discussion about whether they had
self-recruited or whether at some stage they
had been planted. There didn‟t seem to be
much sign of any tree guards or mulching so
we think they may have naturally regenerated.

Group members stand at the extremities of the
Acacia population to give a sense of the extent
Angelo explains the hotel theory to the group

Robert was a little surprised to find what
looked like a perfectly serviceable bicycle.
Seems everything is disposable these days.

Some of the remains of the foundation of the building

The scheduled activity for the day was a visit
to Banchory Grove to enjoy the spring
wildflowers. But the group felt like a more
active day, so the consensus was reached that

Along the way we also checked out some of
the plants that Robert has been testing his „roo
deterrent mix on.
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The rest of the day was spent drawing water
from the creek and giving plants growing near
its banks a drink.

You can’t say it’s not working, but long term results
will be interesting

Claude bucketing water from the creek

Another approach to kangaroo management is
being tried by the Rangers. Patches at Costas
have been cleared, weed controlled, fenced and
planted. The orange tape around the plot is
hoped to keep „roos away. Again, it will be
interesting to see the outcome.

The bucket disappears below the Azolla and then,
well, just disappears…..

28 November 2009
By Terry Lane
A reasonable turnout of FOOPs on ranger
Angelo‟s last time working with the Friends
Group. Angelo is off to Plenty Gorge as the
Team Leader and we wish him well, RIC
Brendan Sullivan will be taking over as the
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Friends coordinator until a new ranger fills that
position.

Nancy, ranger John Secombe and Marcus getting
stuck into a Briar Rose.

I lasted about thirty seconds before the rose
fought back and snagged me on the nose
(minor bleeding).

Angelo Keriatanos

The plan for the day was to go out to Holden to
straighten up tree guards, do some woody
weeding and remove an old fencing that has
been hindering the movement of Kangaroos.
We met at the park office as usual for a chat
and then headed off in convoy to Holden to an
area not far from where we had the public open
day in April. A quick plan-of-action talk from
Angelo and we split up and went to work.

Thirty-One and still going strong, our longest serving
member Kevin Jones joined FOOPs in 1978
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Returning to the field of action I decided the
Rose was not for me, so I headed down to
where the guys were pulling down some old
fencing and found Simon, Claude, Maelor with
Angelo

Simon, Angelo and Claude rolling up the top wires

Sonia Van Dorssen and youngest son Jasper

Angelo brought down the Parks Vic Ute and
hooked a chain around the bottom wire mesh.
With housing so close to the reserve there will
undoubtedly be dogs off the leash, but now at
least the Kangaroos will have an escape route.

No mucking around, the bottom mesh was gone in
seconds.

Was it something I said? Christina Cheers from the
Friends of Emu Bottom finds her own patch

During lunch, a small presentation was made to
Angelo thanking him for his efforts working
with the various Friends groups and in
particular, the work he has done at Holden.
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Time Out

Not a good photo of the creek

Presentation to Angelo

We then went for a walk, gawk and talk down
to the creek,

Angelo leads the way

Mini me - part of the escarpment showing Basalt
columns similar to the Organ Pipes down stream.
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We finished up about midday and headed off
home

28 November 2009
By Robert Bender
Arrived late as usual and couldn‟t find
anybody, so decided to walk along Column
gully to the west end of the park and check the
Callitris frames and Pear situation. Several
species of Saltbushes have taken over the
slopes and are all looking very healthy after
recent rain.

…Landscape without Weld

What’s all this green stuff??

Near the farm fence there were several open
patches with colonies of Weld (Reseda luteola)
so I pulled them all out.

Landscape with Weld…

There were several Callitris in size 3 frames,
looking very healthy and natural-shaped, not at
all nibbled by rabbits or wallabies, all on the
brow of the valley.

The big frames have obviously been effective in
protecting young trees
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Some small frames around Gold -dust Wattle
should have been removed long ago and now
look like very tight corsets, but I didn‟t have
nippers with me – a task for the next visit.
Then near the western park boundary I found
Geoff Pitt‟s frame from about 1985, when he
led a team of labourers for weeks piling Prickly
Pear on black plastic above a chicken-wire
fence. The slope around it is now fairly clear of
Pear, just a few small solitary plants here and
there, which I pulled out and piled on the old
tattered plastic.

One little bonus was finding several colonies of
Rock fern among the Basalt boulders, also
looking very healthy following the rain. It is
not a common plant in the park and seems to
survive only on a few rocky cliff edges. This
colony was quite extensive.

Some Pear colonies were perched right on the
end of rocky cliffs with loose edges, so
movement had to be slow and careful.
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Friends of Organ Pipes Committee
Members
Convenor: Terry Lane
Treasurer: Robert Irvine
Secretary/Grants: Neil Duncan
FOOP Website: Maelor Himbury
Newsletter: Karen Reid

Next Working Bee Saturday
December 12th
Working with Brimbank Council and
Green Corps upgrading the rabbit proof
fence around the Callitris site at
Sydenham Park
Some of the cactus seems to have rolled down
the slope and taken root in crevices here and
there – near-vertical strips of cactus from top to
bottom of slopes.
Left the park about 2:30, after a good
morning‟s work
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Article from Brimbank Leader
18/08/2009:
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