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Working Bee Reports

Forthcoming Working Bee dates
Working Bees are usually on the fourth
Saturday of each month. Variations to the
schedule will be notified in the newsletter and
on the Website
Saturday March 27th 2010:
Weed control at Burns Paddock
Saturday April 24th 2010:
Weeding at Millbrook ruin
th

Saturday 15 May 2010:
Planting at Holden with Friends of Holden
Flora Reserve*
*note that this is not the fourth Saturday of the
month
Saturday 26th June:
Planting at Costas Block

27 February 2010
By Robert Bender
(with a few bits by Karen Reid)
A cloudy morning, but a good day to wander
around Burns paddock to inspect the area and
plan the year’s work there, as well as doing
some. Maelor, Claude, Neil, Robert, Nancy,
Karen and I came to do the day’s chores.
Our first stop for the morning was to look in on
the Callitris populations along the main vehicle
track. They’re doing well enough for some of
the wire frames to be removed and reused on
some of the newly emerging saplings.
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Female „roo with her young

Robert Irvine removes the “girdle” from a
clump of healthy Callitris

At the Pavement we diverted to inspecting the
Fringe-myrtle colony – the very old one still has
bright green foliage, and several of the cuttings
Neil propagated are doing well, but several have
disappeared.

A brief stop at the Tessellated Pavement

It will be interesting to see whether rabbits
make a meal of the bark of these young
Callitris saplings
On the way down the side track to the Pavement,
we saw a wallaby and female ‘roos with young.
Minor outbreak
Pavement

of

Heliotrope

at

the
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A brief dab at pulling out some Heliotrope, then
over the very shallow creek at stepping stones
and up the steep slope into Gardiner’s paddock,
where we found three sheep had wandered inside
the park boundary, but they escaped before we
could round them up and evict them

We had done some planting at Burns about 3
years ago. Despite the fact that we have done
little follow up watering, some of the Casuarinas
are doing quite well.

Nancy surveys the escarpment from Burns
Paddock
The northeast slope of Burns was amazingly
clear of Pear, Aloe Vera and Agave, as was the
further curve of the valley on the private land.
Neil said the Cochineal bug seems to have
conquered the pear. The east slope used to be
densely covered with pear and Aloe Vera but is
now mainly grasses, Hopbush and Box-thorn.

Neil had brought saws and secateurs so we
snipped Boxthorn for an hour and removed
perhaps 7 or 8, tossing them down the very steep
slope.

It‟s a long way down. Neil works on the edge
of the escarpment.

Young Casuarina seems to find Burns
Paddock to its liking

I wandered around the north end of the peninsula
and found the usual Nicotiana in flower, few
grasses and mainly desiccated Mustard Weed
skeletons. The pear has been largely conquered
but there is still a great deal of restoration to do
there.
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The ten or so mature Callitris are looking
beautiful, nicely shaped, no sign of being
nibbled, surrounded by young saplings of the
next generation.

Nicotiana
We walked back along the west slope, through
the fenced enclosures set up about a decade ago
to protect the maturing Callitris. Several new
seedlings had emerged and we put frames around
them. Some slightly older ones are looking very
healthy – the bit of summer rain has relaxed the
stresses on them.

Mother and child

Robert and Robert contemplate the ruins of
the old hut at Burns Paddock
On the walk around the old hut site where the
Agave used to be, I found quite a few blue
ceramic fragments and one bit of a stoneware
jug, a triangle with the whole label, still legible:
Stephen Green & Co., Lambeth, Patent double
glazed. Lambeth is now part of London, around
Waterloo station, but in the 19th century must
have had a pottery.
Young Callitris doing well
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Next stop was Main Flat where I wanted to
remove two bat boxes in need of repair. Any one
box inspection we find about a third of the boxes
have bats in them, but this afternoon both the
ones in need of repair had bats. C28 had two
bats, which I evicted and then removed the box
as its back plate had rotted, and is hollow, and
occupied by a very large active ant colony. The
other, C33, also had four bats in it and another
very large ant colony, so I left it on the tree, to be
removed another day.

Bats and ants in C28 before I removed it
Lambeth stoneware jug label
Next stop was the stump of the big old
Peppercorn near the Pipes, which we helped lop
three years ago. It is still alive and resprouts each
spring. Neil has been keeping watch and cutting
and painting the new growth, so he had his
secateurs and dabber, and we removed this year’s
growth. Most of the big trunk lying down the
slope is already disintegrating, covered in whitish
fungus.

Neil and Robert finished up the day by repairing
some big chicken wire frames and repositioning
them around living shrubs and Silver Wattles,
and discovered a bullant nest near one frame, the
ants taking their usual aggressive steps to protect
their home.

Bullant defending its territory
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That was a good day’s work, and we plan to
revisit Burns next month with mattocks and
black plastic sheeting to remove the small
amount of Aloe Vera and pear persisting on an
otherwise quite clean east slope.

We then headed to McNabbs in Keilor, the rain
still falling hard and steady. Mikala left her car
on the gravel road and jumped into my ute.
We headed down the dirt track to the weir and
that’s when we got into trouble. The ground
was muddy and very slippery but not deep. We
ended up sliding off the track and got bogged.

Terry’s Big Adventure
Waterwatch December 2009
By Terry Lane
A rainy day to so some water testing, but that
was not going to stop us. My Melbourne Water
Waterwatch coordinator, Mikala Peters, was
coming with me, first to the Organ Pipes and
then on to McNabbs Weir in Keilor.
We drove down to the Pump Shed Ford to take
some samples. This site is referred to as rOP1
which means raniformis Organ Pipes (site) 1,
which is a Growling Grass Frog (Litoria
raniformis) site.

Mikala puts branches under the wheel
We tried and tried but could not get out, so I
called the ranger at the Pipes to see if he could
bring the 4WD. Joe Togolini was on duty and
he brought the Parks Vic 4WD. But no luck.
Even the 4WD slid this way and that!

A good flow at the ford 400mm depth
Because of the high Turbidity (60 NTU), it was
difficult to get an accurate reading for the
phosphate level, but it showed 0.02mg/L. The
ammonium reading was 0mg/L, salinity
750μS/cm, pH 8.6 and dissolved oxygen
74%sat.

A good try, but to no avail
It looked like the ute was going to stay put until
dry weather, so we walked to the weir to get
our samples.
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Health of the creek
Overall the creek is in good shape, that is to say
it’s not polluted and the water flow is reasonably
constant this year. In the past it has dried up
(we'll see what Autumn brings).

The water level just under 2m
We noticed a tractor at one of the market
gardens. The guy who worked there, Peter, was
most helpful. Mikala and I jumped on board the
tractor and we set off t the ute.

The Turbidity (suspended solids) gives the creek
that murky look and is due to runoff. It is
expected after heavy rain. Turbidity can be a
problem because the runoff causes erosion. The
muddy water, apart from clogging up gills of fish
making it hard for them to breath, can send the
water temperature up and that can cause algae to
increase.
It is measured in NTU's
(Nephelometric Turbidity Units). The readings
that I normally get at both sites are around 10
NTU's which is very clear.
Salinity can cause all sorts of problems, but these
readings are normal. McNabbs is always higher
due to the inflow of Deep Creek at Sydenham
Park and the readings get higher the further you
go downstream. Growling Grass Frogs have
been found in water as high as 7000μS/cm.
The pH levels are also normal.

Peter hooks up the tractor
Even the tractor was sliding from side to side as
it pulled the ute backwards with me in the
driving seat, all the way back to drier ground. I
returned the next day with a slab of crownies for
Peter. An eventful day to say the least.

Another big problem for waterways is high levels
of phosphate. Phosphate occurs naturally in
water, it seeps out from rock. So you can
imagine in areas like the Organ Pipes you would
expect to find small amounts of phosphate and
that is good for aquatic plant growth. The
problem is when you have fertilizer runoff from
agriculture and detergents entering the
waterways from drains. These
high levels can cause algae to increase
dramatically. I normally find 0 to 0.01 at
these sites, which is normal.

The readings at McNabbs were:
pH – 8.3
Salinity - 1170μS/cm
Dissolved oxygen – 85%
Ammonium – 0mg/L
Phosphate – 0.07mg/L
Turbidity – 60NTU

Ammonia is caused by the breakdown of plant
matter and is produced as waste from fish etc.
You can find high levels when there is still
water. And in hot weather, too high a level can
cause problems with aquatic animals. Invariably
my testing shows 0 levels of ammonium.
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Dissolved Oxygen is important for aquatic
animals and levels can change at different times
during the day. During the heat of the day as the
water temperature rises, levels can drop. At
night when the water cools they rise again.
Other factors that can cause poor oxygen levels
are fertilizer run off and stagnant water.
Optimum level of DO is above 5 ppm (parts per
million). The levels at our sites are good,
normally reading around 6 ppm.

++++++++++++++++++++++

News Briefs
Back in January, Neil Duncan met with Dean
Platt an environmental consultant re: our
Melbourne Water grant to plant more trees down
at Costa's. (Matt Kinred is moving down to
Werribee). Neil provides the following report:
We had a look at our plantings over the last
couple of years and although there are a
reasonable number of plants surviving, there are
quite a few casualties and also the ongoing
problem of wallabies.
Research has found that small plots (about
150m2) or a 50m roll of wire size are effective at
stopping wallabies entering the plots and so
plants can be put in without frames, watered and
mulched and left. Gerry has done something
similar with his plots but according to Dean they
are too big (he has put two strands of orange tape
around to keep them out, but it looks terrible).
Across the creek there are better examples of the
size of plot that is suitable with a low fence with
a white strand on top similar to what is used on
horse fences.
Dean also noted that with the current trend to
dryness through to winter that plantings are not
getting sufficiently established before the heat of
summer and there are greater losses than
previously.

Dean has therefore altered our submission from
stakes and guards to fencing for 3 plots of 150m2
(can be long and thin or rectangle - just not
bigger than 150m2) and planting about 100
plants in each. He suggests planting in May or
June and if dry, watering regularly to get them
established before spring so they can withstand
the dryness of summer.
I discussed with Dean the use of the wallaby
retardants (metal filings) which we have not
found useful. He has had reasonable results with
it but it has to be reapplied 2-3 times as the new
growth comes out to have effect.
I later walked down to the Red Gum flat and
found the black wattles that had been decimated
by wallabies in spring to be growing beautifully
and out of wallaby reach so we may get some
established trees in the next year or so.
+++++++++++++++++++++

Forthcoming Melbourne Waterwatch
training events
Bird ID Workshop 27 March 9am-1pm
Altona Environmental Resource Centre
Sargood St Altona
Join experienced birdwatchers from Bird
Observation and Conservation Australia for this
practical, field based training. Morning tea and
lunch will be provided. BYO mug, water and
protective gear.
RSVP Mikala Peters (9742 9254) by 24 March.
Platypus Info Night 22 March 7pm-8:30pm
Civic Centre, Wyndham City Council
Princes Hwy, Werribee
Dr Rodney Armistead will talk about trends in
the local population, and the threats they face.
Refreshments provided
RSVP Mikala Peters (9742 9254) by 19 March.
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