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By Karen Reid
The occasion of National Tree Day saw
a small group arrive for work at the Park.
I arrived late (seems to be a prerequisite
for FOOPs’ report writers), so Terry,
Nancy and Robert Irvine had already
loaded up the ute and headed down to
Costas before I got there.

Sonia and Rory wasted no time getting
busy planting Lomandras.
We planted out around two trays of
Lomandra on the edge of the creek at
Costas.
Nancy’s theory was that we
should dig out some of the Serrated
Tussock and plant Lomandra into the
holes left behind. It will be interesting to
see how this works out.

Nancy fearless in the face of all that
Serrated Tussock.
Robert loads Terry’s Ute with (mostly)
Lomandra and other essentials.
But it was lucky I was late because
otherwise we would have missed two
new members (Sonia Van Dorssen and
her son Rory) who also arrived around
the civilised hour of 10am. A quick
phone call to Terry and he drove up to
the office to collect us and we got down
to work.

Meanwhile, Robert was looking after the
survivors from last year’s plantings by
ensuring they remain adequately
protected from the ‘roos.
He is
experimenting with a ‘roo deterrent that
gets sprayed on leaves, but was also
using the traditional method of
constructing wire frames.

Whilst the creek was flowing quite well,
there was a substantial build up of
Azolla.

Robert installing a wire frame.
Having carried out a good morning’s
work at the upstream end of Costas, we
decided to move downstream and do
some planting where Melbourne Water
has removed Boxthorn and Willows. It
was quite damp down there on the creek
bank, so we planted some Callistemon
directly into the mud hopeful that in
those
conditions
they’d
quickly
establish.

Azolla covers the creek at Costas.

Robert and Nancy with a handful of
Azolla. It’s not only extensive; it’s quite
thick on the surface of the water.
Satisfied with our morning’s work we
called it quits around lunchtime and
headed for home.

