Workingbee September 26th 2009
By Terry Lane.

With a cold overcast day and rain
threatening I drove to Kealba to pick up a
potential new FOOPs member Marcus
Wintels.

The big concern is the proximity to the old
tip site and if the heavy rain continues to
cause further land slides.

Upstream.
Marcus Wentels
Marcus has a great view out his back door
overlooking Brimbank Park and has been
been giving myself and Cassy Toomey
(Friends of Taylors Creek) updates on the
recent land slip upstream into Taylors
Creek.

Ariel View showing both the slip and
the site of the old Sunshine Tip.
Front slip

Marcus thought that we may be a week or so
early but we spread out and after just a few
minutes, we found Black and Silver Wattles
sprouting up in the dappled sunshine.

A Raging Torrent
As I have the Waterwatch equipment,
Marcus will provide me with ongoing
samples from various points in order to
monitor the situation.
(Stay tuned for further developments)
We arrived at the Park office with my Ute
loaded with paint and cleaning equipment
to help prepare the area at the VC for the
official renaming and plaque unveiling
next Sunday of the Jack Lyale
Conservation Learning Centre.
There was nowone in attendance at the
office but a note from Tamara said she
had to shoot off to Woodlands and there
was tea and coffee in the VC.
We headed down to find Maelor waiting
for us and after a quick cuppa and a chat
decided to go look for wattles springing up
after the rain on the main flat it was then
we were joined by John Smith and his two
boys Liam and Brian.

Seek and ye shall find.
With plenty of wire mesh at our disposal from
the resent removal of a lot of fencing in the
park, we set about making up frames to put
over the young plants.

John Smith
Liam and Brian Smith.

The wire tree frames have been very
successful in the park and putting them over
seedlings that spring up after rain before
rabbits and wallabies get to them is the way
to go.
In a few years, the Sugar Glider numbers
will increase dramatically with the
abundance of food these trees will provide.

Marcus and Maelor cleaned up the glass
whilst I did a bit of painting.
Ranger Gerry stopped by and informed us
all is on track for the ceremony and BBQ on
the 4th
We packed up and headed off, I showed
Marcus Costas Block where we have been
doing a lot of work and he was most
impressed. And on the way home, I showed
him Banchory Grove where we will next
month.

Marcus and Maelor pegging.
After a wander down to the creek to look at
the water flow and a look at the Goshawk nest
on the far bank (not occupied), we left John
and the boys who wanted to see the pavement
we headed up to the VC to do a bit of work.

Next Workingbee
Saturday October
24th

From Marcus
Let it Rain, Let it rain, Let it rain.
Over my 30 years, I have enjoyed much of the Maribrynong valley, most of which spent in
Brimbank Park Keilor fishing and planting trees. And for those of us who did that years
ago and have forgotten about the trees we planted; I’d highly recommend a walk to see 30
ft tall monsters with bird nests on their branches.
Over the years, I have seen kangaroos and wallabies, even black cockatoos return
recently to feed on Wattle grubs (Hilarious). On my return to Melbourne’s west
and after some brief chatter on email, Terry invited me to attend a working bee at
the Organ Pipes NP.
We couldn’t have timed it better. While most of us would associate a good wet spell with
weeds popping up all over our Gardens, 5 years without decent rain means something
amazing is happening in our revegitated forests. In essence, 5 years worth of native seed
are starting to germinate.
I inspected two main areas briefly. One on the river flat and the other, the top of the
escarpment. Considering the lack of sunlight we’ve had since the rains began, in the areas
of bare dirt seedlings are popping up everywhere. I suspect this is because these areas
have had the right moisture content and adequate heat to germinate. It might also be the
case that if the moisture level continues, that these seeds will germinate in areas of heavy
leaf litter and grass as well. Which simply means longevity of the parks without our
previous backbreaking effort?
On the river flat we put Roo nets around anything up to 50 self-seeded acacias, this mainly
happened in between a good chat. These plants at best would be 5 days old. Wattle trees
are very fast growing in the right climate, and very fussy when it comes to whether they
survive in the wild, especially at that age. Most wattles do not grow back after fire;
however, their seeds will germinate on a massive scale. The biggest threat to young wattle
trees in the Organ Pipes is simply being eaten. Essentially wattles need to have three to
four mature leaves on their stem before they will survive and have a chance at maturity.
At the top of the hill, we have a completely different Microclimate. It is battered by Hot
and very dry North West winds, and so it has completely different plant communities.
Amazingly, once again in the bare dirt areas, Dodonea sup. Viscosa and the Kangaroo
Apple are germinating everywhere. I even thought I found a self-seeded Allocasurina.
But then I couldn’t find it again to prove it.
One of the biggest differences aside from geology I noticed between the Organ Pipes and
Brimbank Park is the rabbit population. At Brimbank, whole hillsides and fields are bare,
and as soon as anything germinates whether native or not, it is eaten. The Organ Pipes on
the other hand has a mob of Eastern Grey Kangaroos and hungry and surprisingly Tame,
Swamp Wallabies.
While these seedlings are so small, most of them wouldn’t be found by these animals,
which gives them a chance. The concerning thing as once they get 3 to 4 juvenile leaves
and they are about 3cm high, they are there for the picking, and will never recover. With
most acacias and Dodonea, once they reach 10cm, it’s a fair bet that should their top be
eaten, they will simply grow from somewhere else.
When you talk longevity for the Park, the animals getting 100 meals from the plant
instead of one simple entrée.

I honestly feel, with the unpredictability of our weather, that we all need to put aside our
spring-cleaning for summer and spend a day in the park putting plastic netting around
those seedlings. I have a mate who works for the Bureau or Meteorology. This recent rain
event is the result of a large patch of upper moisture from the Indian Ocean. It has very
slowly travelled across Australia bringing well above average rainfall to WA, SA and now
VIC. The time frame equates to 3 months of rain. Another side effect of this system is the
East Coasts dust storms. The problem here is that such a rain event, we may not see for
another 10 years and all those seedlings are going to be the trees that survive the next
drought.
I had a very enjoyable morning, and will certainly get more involved
Thanks Guys.

