Workingbee 24th April
By Terry Lane

It looked as if it was going to be a wet day for our
Workingbee, but the rain stayed away and it turned
out quite nice.
This month we went off to the St Albans Rail
Reserve as we do about once a year and the team
comprised of Maelor, Neil, Kevin, Claude, John
Bradford, Land Management Officer with
Brimbank Council and me.
FOOPs have a good working relationship with
Brimbank, we have worked with them at the Organ
Pipes, Sydenham Park and Waterwatch, but it is the
first time we have worked together at the St Albans
Grassland Reserve.

Off to work
Within two minutes, my Ute was starting to fill up
with odds and sods.

Bits of this, bits of that.
It was sore on the back picking up the little bits of
rubbish and we found bricks, a suitcase, plastic bags
of grass clippings, bottles, cans and even a bed but
fortunately no needles.
An Icon for
volunteering.
John Bradford
John brought along the Council Ute and with mine,
we figured we could get rid of the inevitable
rubbish that we would find there.
On arrival, John dished out the red safety vests that
are required to work in this area plus some bags
and a sharps container and with gloves on we set
off, Maelor and Claude on the East side of the
tracks the rest of us on the West.
In past years, we have found everything on the
reserve, from the remains of dogs, tyres and
anything else that people have thoughtlessly
discarded for others to remove.

FOOPs longest
serving member
Kevin Jones (32
years) and still going
strong

“I am
over”
here”

John in the Grasslands

A job well done, Maelor, Neil, Claude, and the
Council Ute.
We then set off to the Council depot to get rid of it
all.
But, in all honesty cleaning the site of rubbish is not
the main aim of the Friends Group.
By spending hour after hour picking up rubbish
every year, we have no time to remove weeds

These Grasslands reserves are probably the best in
Brimbank.
Grasslands are the most threatened ecosystem in
Australia, once covering 10% of Victoria
somewhere in the region of 21,000 sq km, now
there is probably only a few thousand hectares left,
so sites like these are extremely important.
After a short time, and only working in two
sections of the three narrow strips our vehicles
were full.

Loaded to overflowing, Terry’s Ute.

Aloe Vera along the Southwest fence.

These are wonderful Grasslands with Flax- Lily,
Bindweed, Rice -flower, and various Daisies.
To quote Robert Bender,
“It is places such as this that enable one to
experience the beauty of Australian grasses”
What is needed at St Albans is an ongoing regular
rubbish removal program, a badly needed burn and
FOOPs to preserve its grassland status.

Next Workingbee
May 15th Planting at Holden with the
Friends of Holden Reserve

