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Despite the magnificent weather, a less than
spectacular start to 2011 with only a small
turn-out for the first working bee of the year.
The plan had been to do some weeding at
Costas, but as I arrived, Terry, Claude and
Neil were getting ready to visit the Callitris
site. About a week before, Terry had
noticed that one tree had died and others
were showing signs of die-back, so we
decided to investigate. Our first stop was to
visit the Callitris patch to the north of the
main vehicle track. The recent rains appear
to have had an effect as there was a beautiful
patch of Nicotania heavily in flower, and
many new Callitris seedlings coming up.

of one young sapling is mysterious, but
Neil’s assessment was that the die-back on
many of the others is not an immediate
cause for concern. He thought it be a
nutrient deficiency that is causing the plants
to direct resources to the growing tips and
away from the older leaves. If that is the
case they are most likely to survive – we
should start to worry when we see the
growing tips start to die back. No doubt the
situation will be monitored over the coming
months.
Having satisfied ourselves that all was well
with the Callitris, Claude and I embarked on
a walk to the Tessellated Pavement to check
out the aftermath of the November floods.
There is plenty of evidence of a large
volume of water having gone through, but
no particular damage to speak of other than
perhaps a bit of scrub washed away from the
other side of the creek.

Terry and Neil check out the Nicotania.

Some of the debris from the recent flood.
We returned up the hill to find Neil
wrestling with a Boxthorn and Claude
decided to help him.

Then we called in on the Callitris site to the
south of the track, where we also found
many new seedlings sprouting. The death

Meanwhile, I wandered down to take a look
at Main Flat. Boy it’s looking good! The
young Acacias in particular are flourishing
and many are being draped by Clematis.

him up in the car park removing some
unsightly plastic tree guards and their stakes
from one of the planting beds. The rains
have done this little patch no end of good
and for the first time in years it looks really
green.

Flourishing young Acacias

We did this planting near the Jack Lyale
Centre about 2 years ago

This is what the same difficult to establish
site near the Jack Lyale Centre looked like
about 7 years ago.
A few minutes later Claude and Neil arrived
on the scene and we all retired to the Jack
Lyale where our thoughtful convenor had
provided some much appreciated cold
drinks.

By the time I got back to where Neil and
Claude were working, we had all started to
wonder where Terry had gotten to. I found

After drinks, Claude and Karen left but
Maelor, Neil and Terry took the Ute down
the track and took out some pear. They
filled four bags and headed off to the dump

master about 1pm and then headed for
home.

Terry’s ute showing the results of a good
morning’s work.

One of the Casuarinas Terry planted a few
years back.

