Working Bee February 14th 2015
By T. Lane

We decided to bring our first working bee for the
year forward by two weeks as we were all pretty
busy for the scheduled 28th Feb work day.
The plan for the day was to visit the area of the
park where we will be working over the next
three years weeding and planting as part of the
Federal Governments 20 Million Trees
Programme.
I arrived around 9am and started cleaning up the
Friends Shed and was soon joined by Neil, Robert
Irvine and Claude and we sat down and discussed
OH&S.

Regardless, Parks Victoria does have a
responsibility to provide a safe workplace and the
Friends Group does have a duty of care under the
work Health and Safety Act.
Anyhow back to the work day, we loaded up my
UTE with tools and headed off; on the way we
stopped off to check on the Allocasuarinas we
planted in October as part of the State
Governments 2 million trees programme.
Being very late in the year we were not optimistic
that these plants would survive but some were
still hanging on.

In the last couple of weeks FOOPs have been
discussing with Parks Vic work place safety in
regard to activities and the equipment that
volunteers use in the park and some changes
have come into force.
Before activities commence A Job Safety Analysis
(JSA) worksheet must be completed, it sounds
horrendously long and boring but not so, it simply
means that everyone is aware of the hazards of
the work task and the safest way to complete it.
Personal Protective Clothing (PPE) must be worn
so this will mean that if you come along to a
working bee you must wear sturdy full covered
footwear (runners are not permitted)
The JSA for PPE supplied by Parks also requires
long sleeved shirts and long pants for weeding
and planting, now this is going to be a little bit
more difficult to enforce, I would say long pants
are appropriate PPE, as for long sleeve shirts (I
think I have one) I don’t think they should be
mandatory.
I will talk with PV further on this and look at
getting funding for work gloves, sunscreen and
hats.

Maelor and Robert planting in October.
RMIT are looking to do some work for students
doing certificate IV in conservation and land
management at the park over the next three
years. This gully would be an excellent site for
them.

A nice mixture of rubbish, Peppercorn and
boxthorn to get rid of.

Claude loading up my UTE

Also in the gully a dozen or so Callitris doing very
well.
We went over to Gilson Hill, The site that Gilson
College have adopted and whilst Claude and I
picked up rubbish Neil and Robert fixed up tree
frames.

Below the hill we saw a small mob of kangaroos
but we were pleasantly surprised to find that
around 80% of Gilson’s last year’s plantings were
doing very well.

Casuarina.

We threw the rubbish into the dumper and
opened up the VC for a cuppa and a chat before
heading off

Black Wattle.

Robert went off to visit Kevin Jones and I went
and paid a visit to FOOPs founder Don Marsh and
his wife Judy.
Yellow Gum.
Around Lunch time we started back to the Friends
shed taking out some prickly pear as we went.
Robert went down the hill to the creek and much
to their surprise saw some 40 to 50 bats fly out of
Kevin Jones super bat box as they approached.

Not a very clear photo I’m afraid.
Next Working Bee Saturday March 28th

Photo from August 2011
Although we have seen nesting material
suggesting sugar gliders were using the box this is
the first time that we have evidence of bats using
it.

