Working Bee 27th July 2015
By Terry Lane

I arrived at the park around 9am on a cold
morning; the plan for the day was to do some
planting down at Costas Block.
We have had a bit of rain over the past couple of
days and I was a bit concerned that my Ute may
get bogged, but nothing ventured nothing gained
and I opened up the depot to load up with tools
and plants.
Soon others started to arrive, Neil, Maelor,
Robert Irvine and new recruit Doug Hoather.

Grabbing stakes, plants guards and tools we were
soon ready to head off taking with us plenty of
coffee.

No problems getting to the work site and we
soon got to work.

Doug is a train driver with Metro and has been a
regular visitor to the park admiring the work that
the volunteers have been doing, wanting to
contribute he decided to join FOOPs.

It is very relaxing and quite peaceful down here
the creek however looked muddy after the recent
rain.

All the previous plantings were surviving although
not growing further than the tops of the guards
as they are continually getting nipped back by the
many kangaroos that we now have in the park.

Looking Downstream.

Neil and Maelor set about planting and fixing up
frames along the riparian area whilst Robert and
Doug started planting up a small gully.

Looking Upstream

They were kept company by a single common
Froglet calling in the dry gully.

(Source - Frogs of Australia)
I was still a bit unsteady on my feet after a total
knee replacement a month or so ago so I set
myself the task of removing wire tree frames
from a number of hop bushes that were out
growing them.

Ready to be reused.
Robert collected a ladder that Neil had found in
the creek, it wasn’t the one that was stolen last
year from behind the pump shed.

It was time for a cuppa and admire the incredible
amount of planting that has been done this year
by the volunteers from CVA, Telstra, Gilson
College and others

Free at Last

Looking up Gilson Hill
Time for lunch and we headed back to the depot
for the now regular barbecue lunch.

All together a good day and a busy week ahead
tomorrow its National Tree Day at Sydenham
Park for Neil and me, Maelor will be working with
his other group Friends of Maribyrnong Valley
and Robert will be leading a bushwalking group
through the Organ Pipes to Sydenham Park.
On Tuesday Robert and I will be meeting students
from the Catholic Regional College in Sydenham
for planting and Waterwatch.

Next working bee August 22nd

Len Farquharson from Gilson College came by to
pick up more stakes for the school to do more
planting during the week.

