
 

Working Bee 22nd August 2015 

I arrived a little late to find four people 

waiting for me at the Friends Shed. Doug 

Hoather on his second workday with 

FOOPs, Scott Worsley who has been on a 

couple of occasions, Flo Suter from The 

Australian Plant Society who was a regular 

ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ 

Coughlan from Greening the West whom I 

met on National Tree Day last month. 

Darren, Scott, Flo and Doug.                          

All were unknown to each other so while 

introductions were going on I brought out 

the water pump that I picked up from 

Bendigo last week. 

 

 

 

We purchased this pump through the 

Brimbank/Friends Agreement that we 

have with Brimbank Council and many 

thanks to Martha Ragg, Brimbanks 

Conservation Community Liaison Officer 

for her efforts with all the paperwork 

necessary for us to be able to get it.                       

The 2 stroke petrol pump which weighs 

only 6.5 kg and pumps at a rate of 115 

litres per minute will allow us to draw 

water directly from the creek as well as 

pull from our water tanker; I will just need 

to get some fittings and hoses.                            

The plan for today is to do follow up 

watering of as many plants as we can from 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 7000 plantings as August will be 

the last time we can water.                                                          

Ian Taylor, owner/ operator of the 

Western Plains Flora Wholesale Nursery 

and FOOPs Project Manager has explained 

that light watering in the warmer months 

would be detrimental to the success of 

new plantings as the root system would be 

encouraged to the moist surface area and 

then weaken.                                                            

We hooked up the tanker to my Ute and 

went around to the overhead filling hose.

 



 

The first stop was area T1 on the 20 

million trees project planting project map 

on top of the escarpment. 

 

We unrolled the hose that is fitted to the 

tanker but siphoning was hopeless as it 

was so slow, so we stuck to using buckets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

After an hour and a half and around 400 

plants watered it was time for a cuppa and 

a chat. 

We had a look at the gully (G1) where 

Parks Vic which initially had concerns of 

heavy machinery impacting on cultural 

heritage has given permission for  

 

Contractors to move in and remove the 

rubbish. 

 

It will be planted along with two other 

gullies next year. 

With just a couple of hundred litres left we 

moved further along the escarpment to 

Gilson Hill before going back to the works 

depot for some lunch and to refill the 

tanker. 

 

 

Nearing the bottom 



 

 

 

Gilson Hill with T1 in the background. M1 is the slope where FOOPs member Robert Irvine working with 15 Telstra employees put in 

530 plants and D1 which will be direct seeded after a burn next year. 

T1 M1 

D1 



 

Flo had to leave and said she would join us 

next month.                                                                  

We dragged out the BBQ and enjoyed a 

well earnt lunch. 

Four sheep from next door were also 

having lunch in our front paddock.

It was here I saw a mob of some twenty 

kangaroos the afternoon before.

 

 

After lunch we filled the tanker once again 

and headed back out to water the plants 

in area T2 next to Gilson Hill. 

 

 

The ground seemed to be drier here. It is a 

huge area and we hoped we had enough 

water without having to go back and fill up 

again. 

 

 



 

Area T2 next to the Calder Freeway 


