Working Bee March 26th 2016
By Terry Lane

I arrived early at the park and was opening
up the main gates just as Doug Hoather
drove up. The plan for the day was to
continue with Aloe Vera removal at
Millbrook ruin.
We unloaded my Ute with gear from the
previous days Sugar Glider check including
a green cardigan that one of the
volunteers left behind (it’s in a plastic bag
in the kitchen)

I regularly go pass the park along the
freeway in my truck and being high up
quite often see a mob of twenty or so
grazing in OP’s and on council land next
door.
We put up the now compulsory Working
bee sign at the car park near the VC and
headed down to the Pump Shed Ford.

Soon Flo, Deb, Dave and Maelor turned up
and we set about putting together a
hastily constructed trolley contraption to
cart the heavy wool bales of Aloe Vera
back up the steep slope to the track.

I had to take some water samples from
the creek for Melbourne Water’s
Waterwatch Program so gave the group a
crash course in chemical testing.

Before heading off we decided to have a
cuppa when ranger Rodolfo Maia popped
in for a chat.
As we were setting off we spotted a.
couple of kangaroos in the top paddock.

Doug is keen to get involved with
Waterwatch and has booked in for macro
invertebrate census training in Sunbury on
the 23rd April.
Claude arrived just as we were about to
cross the creek. The water level again was
low so it was not a problem for my Ute to
get across.

Flo measures the dissolved oxygen level

Very picturesque, the view looking
upstream from the middle of the ford.
Once up at the site we unloaded the gear
and got to work.

Claude takes down a heap of wool bales.

Doug measuring pH and EC (salinity)

Maelor

Claude and Doug
The trolley worked well and taking the
bales back up the slope to the Ute was
quite easy.

Flo, Deb and Dave

The team worked tirelessly and in no time
we filled half a dozen bags before stopping
for a cuppa.
Robert Irvine then arrived pushing his bike
up the steep slope. He showed us material
on the parks geology (The author I forget)
that he will be sharing with Brighton
Grammar school on their visit to the park
on the 18th April
Doug has recently been up to Queensland
and has become quite a good nature
photographer and has some pretty good
film that he has put on YouTube.
Check it out: Nature Diary of a Wimpy Old Fart - YouTube

After a well-earned break Flo and Deb
went back to digging out the aloes.
Unfortunately Dave, Claude and I had to
leave early but the rest of the team stayed
for a BBQ lunch.
Afterwards Robert and Doug went for a
walk to relocate the Parks Victoria sign
closer to the freeway to be seen by
passing traffic.

Whilst the guys loaded up the heavy bales
onto the Ute to take back across the creek
to the dumper.

They came across this Ute no doubt stolen
that had been driven into the park and set
alight and phoned the police.

A good morning’s work and a very
productive working day. There are still a
few large patches of aloes up at the ruin
left to tackle.

Next Working Bee 23rd April
Depending on the weather we may again
remove aloes or make up wire tree
frames.
In Memory of Kevin Jones FOOPs longest
serving active member.

But there are clumps of Prickly Pear
sprouting up all over the park that we
must also get onto before they get too
large and difficult to remove.
Kevin Roy Jones. 28.4.1935 - 27.3.2016

