Working Bee 25th June 2016
By Terry Lane

For this month’s working bee we were
going to be working with Conservation
Volunteers Australia (CVA) planting in
zones T1 and M1 on the 20 million trees
map.

I asked Doug to meet me at the park
about 8am to help put the 1000 litre water
IBC tank on the Ute and get it filled to
water in the plantings.
Ian Taylor arrived with even more plants
and said that watering wasn’t really
necessary as we have had so much rain
and although desirable there would be
sufficient moisture in the ground to forgo
the watering.
Around 9 Jack, Flo and Robert Irvine
arrived as did the bus with eight CVA and
after signing in and a quick chat we loaded
up my Ute with plants, tools and plenty of
coffee for morning tea and set off to the
work sites.

Let’s get into it.
We still had over 500 plants left from last
week with FOOPs members Doug Hoather
and Deb Hirst hosting the CVA group.

The CVA Team Leader Andrew Mathers
gave his group a demonstration in the
correct way to plant.

Maelor, Claude and George arrived and
before long everyone seemed to spread
out and begin working on their own.

With bucket loads of plants, stakes and
plastic guards we set off working tirelessly
for the next couple of hours.
Hapoleana Landroski from Brazil looking
splendid in her pink gum boots.

11.00 It was time to call the troops in for
refreshments.

Andrew Mathers

A cuppa and a chat and it was back to
work for another hour before heading
back to the depot for a BBQ lunch.

Claude and Robert

The sun came out and it became quite
easy to just relax, settle in and just call it a
day and I felt a little bossy getting
everyone moving again but there were
many more plants to go in.
We loaded up more plants and equipment
and headed back, this time to start further
down the slope on the other side of the
track

We also had an audience; Hapoleana
spotted a couple swamp wallabies over
the other side of the gully.
It was around 3pm and time to pack up.
Jack and Robert were coming back
tomorrow to again work with CVA so we
left the plants at the site covering them up
for the night with dead boxthorn to deter
the kangaroos and wallabies.

It made for a great day chatting with
young enthusiastic volunteers with some
450 plants or so put in.

The CVA will be back next day Sunday the
26th with FOOPs Jack Smith and Robert
Irvine and again on Thursday 7th July with
Ian Taylor and Rob Hall.
There will also be a Telstra funded
planting day on either Saturday 9th July or
Sunday 10th July supported by a CVA team
leader. FOOPs member George Symeou is
available for the 9th, if anyone else can
help out contact Rob Hall:robert.hall@ppwcma.vic.gov.au
There will also be 2+ planting days in July
with the Green Army.
Our next working bee will be Sunday July
31st National Tree Day
We will be planting in Sydenham Park
which borders the Organ Pipes National
Park under the direction of Brimbank City
Council (details to follow)

