Working Bee October 22nd 2016
By Terry Lane.

The weather was going to be atrocious for this
month’s working bee so the plan was to stay dry in
the depot and make up wire tree frames from the
old rabbit fencing that we have been taking down
over the past few months.
I arrived to find Deb Hirst and new member
Melanie Cykner waiting in their cars at the depot
gates, Doug’s car was also there but he had gone
off to photo a blue tongue lizard he had come
across.

moved to Diggers Rest and signed up as a FOOPs
member after seeking us out in June.
Before long Maelor and Claude arrived.
After the introductions and the usual before work
cuppa and sign in we got to work rolling out the
long lengths of fencing and cutting it into two
metre lengths.

Me

Claude and Maelor

Melanie had previously been involved with the
Friends of Warrandyte State Park but has now

After an hour or so we stopped for a break and a
chat and then it was back to work.

Maelor and Deb working as a team

By lunchtime we had made up around 35 frames
and figured we had done enough, so it was time to
eat.

Doug in charge of the BBQ.

Doug goes it alone

The weather was turning grim as was forecast and
the rain and hail began.

After lunch Claud and Maelor left and the rest of us
went down to the pump shed ford to take water
samples for the monthly Waterwatch program.

Mel measures temperature and salinity.
We were eager to get back up to depot and under
cover to finish off testing
The rain was pelting down now and the creek
looked great flowing at such a fast rate.

At the far end of the reserve a large branch must
have broken off the sugar gum and Metro have cut
it up but left branches in the reserve which I threw
back over the now flattened fence.
There is a bit of serrated tussock and some annual
weeds but of more concern is a patch of pink oxalis
- looking very pretty but a difficult weed to control.
If any of you get a chance to visit in the next week
or two you should see a good range of wildflowers much better than last year.

We finished up around 2pm having had a very
productive work day.
I was last to leave and got absolutely drenched
locking up the gates.

Next working bee will on November 26th, we will go
out and put the frames around recent plantings.
On Sunday 30th Neil Duncan sent out a report on his
visit to the Diggers Rest Rail Reserve, thought I
would add it on.
Hi All,
Yesterday I visited the Diggers Rest Rail Reserve off
Watsons Road. Getting access was a bit tricky as
the track was flooded but you could just get past
next to the fence avoiding the prickly pear growing
over the fence! A pair of gum boots would help.
The reserve is looking at its best with chocolate
lilies, milkmaids, Chrysocephalum daisies, blue
grass lilies, pimeleas, bulbine lilies in full flower
and blue pincushions just coming out. The pea
flowers are just about finished - Eutaxia, Bossiaea
and Running Postman.

Cheers

Neil

