Working Bee 26th August 2017
By Terry Lane

It was going to be a cold windy day for this
month’s working bee the plan being to replace
small tree guards with 4ft plastic ones that Ian
Taylor purchased through the 20 million trees
grant in the hope they would give the plants a
fighting chance against the many kangaroos that
travel all along the Maribyrnong Valley.
I opened up the depot and was soon joined by
George, Neil, Claude, Maelor, Robert Irvine and
Deb Hirst back after many months away with a
foot injury.
We were also joined by Robert Herd the assistant
group leader with the 1st Taylors Lakes Scouts and
three scouts, Stephane, Thalia and Fmel; they had
come straight from Kyneton where they had been
on camp.
We loaded up my Ute with guards and the only
hammer we could find (we did have half a dozen
or so, they must have got stolen in the last break
in) and headed down to the site that we started
replacing in November.

Deb and Neil
Deb, Neil and I stayed with the Ute making up the
frames with wooden stakes whilst the others
spread out along the steep slope putting them in.

Maelor surrounded by Callitris.

George Symeou.

After a couple of hours it was time to break for a
cuppa.

The girls needed something more sustaining than
a cup of tea and a biscuit; they headed off to
Macca’s whilst we discussed next year’s weeding
and planting along the riparian area of OP’s and
Sydenham Park which will be a joint effort
between FOOPs, Green Army, Parks Vic,
Brimbank Council and Melbourne Water. FOOPs
will also expand its sugar glider monitoring
program along the creek into Sydenham Park.
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Robert Herd.

FOOPs will contact Hume Council as there is a
concern that asbestos may be present in the tip
and it is precariously close to the escarpment and
in danger of slipping into the creek below.

This is the map that shows the works area which
will be stage 1 of the Maribyrnong Connectivity
Project which will be part of a Melbourne Water
Grant.
Whilst taking a break I had a look at the recent
direct seeding that was done as part of the 20
million trees project that was started last year

How anyone can keep their home and treat the
environment like this is beyond belief.

Area D1 on the project map.

Just can’t leave it alone.
Maelor and Neil take to a small boxthorn
amongst the Callitris with secateurs.

The problem at the moment is the presence of
rabbits in the area; rangers have been doing
some baiting and the Green Army will GPS the
location of the warrens.
The land above the site on the opposite side of
the creek is private property and it is in an
atrocious state and getting worse. There used to
be just a train carriage and a couple of containers
up there but now there are old trucks and a
growing mound of hard rubbish.

I was chatting to Robert Irvine about putting tree
guards down on the direct seeding site when as if
on cue a mob of fifteen or so kangaroos went
bounding straight past the direct seeding area.

Robert Herd and the scouts had to leave as did
George, Deb and Claude.

Best part of the day
After lunch we went down to the pump shed ford
to collect water samples for the August
Waterwatch and found the creek to be flowing
quite nice.

The rain had held off and it was time to pack up
and head back to the depot for a BBQ. We have
been quite lucky with the weather at our working
bees and I can really only remember one where it
rained and we got really soaked (and bogged)
On the way back to the depot we stopped off at
an area where we put in casuarinas in 2014.

And then it was time for home after quite a
productive day.

Next Working bee
September 23rd

It was late in October when we put these in as
part of the government 2 million trees program
and they were not expected to survive, but some
were still hanging on.

Last month our working bee was on National Tree
Day organized by Brimbank Council at Sydenham
Park.
Here are a few pictures of the day.

How cute is that, no wonder we chose it to be
FOOPs emblem.

A great community day with BBQs animal
exhibitions and 2500 plants put in.

