Working Bee June 23rd 2018
by Terry Lane.

With rain threatening in the afternoon we
needed to get the fifty or so plants left over from
last month’s working bee in reasonably quick. I
arrived at 9am to find Robert Irvine and Shane
Lockwood with his three children who are with
the 1st Caroline Springs Scouts.

Dave Quarrell and his daughter Eleanor came
down to meet us.

Christopher, Stephanie and Patrick Lockwood.
Robert had already set up our working bee sign
near the park entrance and I added my mobile
number for the contact on the day.
Soon Thomas, Neil, Claude and Maelor arrived
and we loaded up the Ute with tree frames and
tools

After the recent rain I thought the ground would
be more wet and slippery, my Ute had no trouble
getting to the riparian planting area.
We spread out and got to work.

Dave and Eleanor Quarrell
As I have mentioned before, plantings on the land
above where we are planting have never done
well, we thought probably due to phosphate
levels from farming years ago.
We took soil samples last work day and sent them
off for testing; the results came back showing
phosphorus levels were adequate leaving the
debate still open on the problem of poor plant
growth in this area of the park.

Maybe we should just look at putting in specific plants that we know do well.

It was easy digging in the soft friable soil but the
kids found it even easier with a posthole digger

Time Out for a cuppa.

During our break Ranger on Duty Steve Cantwell
came down for a chat bringing with him a photo
album showing the Friends Group on working
bees in the 1980’s

Back to Work for another hour to put in the
remaining plants and then it was time for lunch.

We went back up to the depot, unloaded rubbish
into the dumper and fired up the BBQ for a wellearned feed after a good day. It was also Maelor’s
66th birthday.

Time for home, Robert and I were the last to
leave checking out the new electric gate being
installed at the park entrance and picking up the
rubbish that we always find there.

After lunch I took water samples down at the
pump shed ford, the creek looking very muddy
due to run off from the recent rain but no
surprises in the test results.

Tested 23/06/2018 1.15pm
Turbidity – ≤ 80 NTU
pH – 8.3
Conductivity (Salinity) – 730 µS/cm
Dissolved Oxygen – 83%
Phosphate – 0.03 mg/L
Ammonium – 0.00 mg/L
Rate of flow – Fast
Type of flow – Rising
No pollutants detected.

Next Working Bee Sunday July 29th National Tree
Day, working with Brimbank Council, local
residents and other community groups at Taylors
Creek, details TBC

