Working Bee October 27th 2018
By Terry Lane

A fine day was forecast with rain threatening in
the afternoon for this month’s workingbee.
Every October and November we do a wildflower
walk in the park and the nearby rail reserves to
see what’s in flower.
After testing the creek water down at the pump
shed ford for Waterwatch we met up at the
depot.
It’s a sorry sight, not much to see here.
My knowledge of wildflowers of the western
plains is not great, those I am not sure of I will
send photos off to Neil Duncan.

Still flowing nicely but the level is dropping.
I was hoping to get a few people along today but
some regular volunteers were either busy or
away overseas. Only Claude and Maelor turned
up along with Maelor’s brother Michael who was
down from Brisbane.

Button wrinklewort (Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides)

Chamomile Burr Daisy (Calotis anthemoides)
Michael Himbury.
After signing in and a safety talk we started by
looking at the long forgotten and dilapidated
nursery.

Derrinallum Billy-buttons (Craspedia)
Outside the little compound a small clump was
growing along with Showy Podolepis that were
spread here and there amongst Chilean needle
grass.

Common everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum)

We then drove over to the grasslands at the far
eastern side of the park that bounds Sydenham
Park and on the way found a dead bird in the
middle of the track that Claude Identified as a
mudlark (very strange)

The small fenced off area that nobody can
remember who put up was looking fantastic
covered with Billy buttons.

Showy Podelepis (Podelepis jaceoides)

I came across some pretty bluish-lilac flowers

Claude inspects a very dry dam.

Austral Storks Bill (Pelargonium austral)
There were plenty of these around unfortunately

Paterson’s curse once commonly known as
Salvation Jane, this weed is very invasive and is
sprouting up in areas of the park; I will contact
rangers to see if we can get some spraying done
on this as well as artichoke thistle.
Before leaving we checked out the dam, last time
we were here there was a chorus of Common
froglets and Pobblebonk frogs, but not today.

We went back to the depot for a cuppa and
donned Hi-Vis vests before heading off in
Claude’s car to the Calder grassland reserve. I also
took along a hiking pole as this is snake season
and we were going to walk in high undisturbed
grass.

The first thing we saw were these lovely Pink
bindweed growing alongside the rail track.

Pink Bindweed (Convolvulus erubescens)

I think these may be the critically endangered
Spiney Rice Flower.

There were quite a few marker flags spread over
the site as well as steel tags pinned to the ground
giving the exact location of significant plants.

Spiney Rice-Flower (Pimelea spinescens)

There was also a number of tiles laid out in a
rough grid, maybe for legless lizards.

Milky Beauty Heads (Calocephalus lacteus)
There was a fair bit of Dianella also called Flax-lily
and Claude pointed out that they tended to be on
the higher ground.

All these plants were amongst a sea of kangaroo
Grass.

Black-anther flax-lily (Dianella admixta)

Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra)

Maybe Native Oxalis?

Hedge Wattle (Acacia paradoxa)

Curved Rice-Flower (Pimelea curviflora)

While it may seem innocent enough and quite a
fun thing to do the timber is habitat and there are
strict regulations in regard to the disturbance of
native vegetation.

It was time to leave and go back for lunch, no
doubt there were more plants that I missed
hopefully Neil can join us next month when we
will visit the Diggers Rest Grassland which is
usually much more floristic.

Ranger Sharyn Mundy has dismantled the
structures so before we head off next month I
would like to spread the wood around.
A well earnt rest after a pleasant morning.
Over the past few months these cubbies have
been erected by members of the public down on
Red Gum Flat near Rosette Rock.
What started out as just one became five spread
out over the whole area.

Next Working Bee Saturday
November 24th.

