Working bee May 25th 2019
By Terry Lane

It was coming to the end of National Volunteer
Week, so it was great to have 14 volunteers turn
up on a day that what was expected to be rainy in
the afternoon.
I arrived at the depot around 8.45 to find that
someone had been using the water hose.

Soon Robert Irvine arrived with his trailer and
started loading up wire frames to again replace
small plastic ones as we did last month and one
by one the troops started arriving including Carly
Cummings who came along with James Muro.

And we had a new member Julianne Nguyen from
Kings Park.

Julianne Nguyen
Julianne graduated in 2017 with a degree in architecture at Swinburne and then ventured into
graphics and communication, film and visual media and is looking to make a short film here at the
Organ Pipes.
Ranger Sharyn Mundy was on duty today and
dropped by giving the group an update with the
progress on the permit applications required for
this year’s planting.

Carly Cummings

After the chat and sign in, we all headed off to
the work site past a small mob of kangaroos in
the 25 acre paddock, one was watching inquisitively.

Maelor Himbury.

Arriving at the work site the group spread out
armed with hammers and wooden stakes and
dragging the wire frames behind them quickly got
to work.

Max and Loretta.

Long serving FOOPs member Claude Odorisio.

George and Hayley using a club hammer to whack
in a star picket.
(Our star picket whacker was stolen)

We soon ran out of frames so George and I drove
back to the depot for more, on the way back we
met Sharyn who had to shoot off for ranger duties at Brimbank Park.

It was time for a well-earned cuppa and biscuits.

Claude Odorisio.

Loretta who is the Food Safety Officer at Pana
Chocolates brought along some of their product
and handed it around.

A casuarina now well protected.

That will hopefully grow into this. Allocasuarina
verticillata,

You will find many casuarina cones lying around
that have opened dispersing thousands of winged
seeds.
After the break we decided we have had enough
of work and elected to head off to the Callitris
site in the council managed Brimbank Park which
borders the Organ Pipes National Park, all except
Maelor who was intent on getting rid of an old
rabbit proof fence.

There are 2 pairs of trees and a single tree located separately within fenced off areas. All five
trees are in good health despite two being deformed. Other well established trees in the Organ
Pipes National Park were propagated from seed
collected from these trees.

At the site Claude gave the group a history lesson
on the site.

White Cypress Pine (Callitris glaucophylla, now
known as Callitris collumellaris)

Estimated to be around 140 years old these five
remnant trees plus regeneration are well outside
the natural range of distribution, the closest point
being north of the dividing range.

The following is quite a poetic reference to the
site by W.H.Nicholls from The Victorian Naturalist
1942.

Looking up the valley towards the OPNP.

Nick examined some prickly pear that was being
eaten by the cochineal insect and showed the
crimson colour that comes from the crushed insects that is used as dye and natural food colouring.
The British introduced prickly pear to Australia in
the 18th century to harvest the insect for the army’s famous red-coats.
It takes about 80,000 to 100,000 insects to make
1 kilogram cochineal.

Time to pack up and head back for lunch.

After lunch Julianne and I went off to do some
testing of the creek water at the pump-shed ford
and on the way down met Caitlin Griffiths the
VNPA Community Learning and Engagement
manager with her bird watching for beginners
with experts group, they were happy to have
spotted 19 species in the park.
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Superb
Fairy-wren, Weebill, White-plumed Honeyeater,
Little Raven, Willy Wagtail, White-browed Scrub
wren, Spotted Pardalote, Eurasian Coot, Red Wattlebird, Grey Shrike-thrush, Tree Martin, Grey
Fantail, Golden Whistler, Eastern Yellow Robin,
Crimson Rosella, Crested Shrike-tit, Blackbird.
The creek was flowing nicely, but with the wind
getting up we returned to do the testing back at the
depot.

Another great work day and good to see volunteers returning and new ones coming along.
Next month we most probably will do the same
but I would like to go across the creek to again
get stuck into the prickly pear and hopefully we
will have permits in place for planting in July for
National Tree Day.

Next Working bee 22nd June

