Working Bee October 26th 2019
By Terry Lane

It was going to be a cold rainy day to check out
the wildflower reserves that we do every October
workday, so I was expecting low numbers to
come along, but to my surprise 17 eager
volunteers rocked up including first timers Gaye
Turnbull returning to Victoria from Queensland
and Hayley’s friend Sam Barnett as well as new
FOOPs members Andrée Poulter and John Stone
from Brunswick.
Loretta’s friend Elijah Jiagge an apiarist came to
remove feral bees from a log hollow close to
sugar glider boxes.
My knowledge of western plains flora is limited
but we were lucky to have Debbie and Neil along
for plant identification.
Armed with books and pamphlets our first stop
was the Calder Rail Reserve not far from the park.

As soon as we entered the site we stopped to look at
kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra)

We came across Pussy tails, Debbie said she had
not seen them here in flower for years. There was
quite a few Dianella in flower.
It was slow progress walking along with Debbie
and Neil Identifying and talking about plants.

Sheeps Burr

Moya goes to the very useful book Plants of
Melbourne’s Western Plains to Id Scaly buttons

John Stone

Podolepis with native bees hanging on for dear
life in the strong wind.

Debbie spoke about her PhD on the critically
endangered Spiny rice flower (Pimelea
spinescens)
Must move on, jumping into half a dozen cars we
headed off to the Diggers Rest Grassland Reserve
on Watsons Rd.

Common everlasting

Milkmaids

Neil spots some Blue bells

Creamy candles.

The weather was turning for the worst so we
hurriedly took off to Evans Street.

Running Postman

Blue Pincushion.
Austral Storks Bill.

Sheeps Burr.

Chocolate Lilly.

Parrot Pea.

Pink Bindweed.

It was about to rain so a group photo before
heading back to the Park.
Most of the group went home but a few of us
went for a walk in the derelict nursery, not much
to see here.

Giant Sun Orchid coming into flower which was
hard to photograph in the strong wind.

Chamomile Daisies

We then went for a walk in the top paddock to
look at the once used but now derelict Legless
lizard compound which is an eyesore so we must
remove it.

Moya and Nick amongst Billy Buttons

Then off to look at what was in flower near
Sydenham Park.

A quick look at the dry dam (I have never seen
water in it) and then back to the depot to head
off home after a very pleasant work day.
There were so many other flowers to photograph
on the day so this is just a sample of these
wonderful reserves.

Podolepis
Next working bee 23rd November

